ULYSSES CLUB : MELBOURNE BRANCH

S PA R E

T Y R E

APRIL– JUNE 2009

HEADLINE NEWS…….APOLOGY
Apologies from the “new” editors of the Spare Tyre…..In our haste (left it till the last minute…) we only partially checked what Mary had
already done for this issue—scanned dates etc., without actually reading the content, and sent out what we thought was an up to date
newsletter. Alas!! Wrong ride calendar, wrong social calendar! Our apologies to anyone who has been inconvenienced by this blunder.
Deb and Jim

QUEENS BIRTHDAY RIDE 6-7-8 JUNE
The Queens Birthday Weekend Ride on June 6-7-8 will be a combination of a camping weekend at Cootamundra and visit to the Aviation
Museum and Air Show at nearby Temora on Sunday 8th June. The travel itinerary for the weekend is as follows.
1. Depart Lilydale at 8.00am sharp on Sat 6 June
2. Travel via secondary highways and roads to Cootamundra in NSW where we will stay at the Caravan Park on Saturday and Sunday
nights.
3. From there we will travel by bike to the Temora Air Show on the Sunday and return for another nights camping at Cootamundra.
4. Monday morning, depart Cootamundra for Melbourne at 8.00am or earlier.
Anticipated arrival in Melbourne around 4.00pm
Total distance from Lilydale to Cootamundra via Mansfield, Whitfield, Milawa, Bowman, Beechworth, Wodonga, Culcain, The Rock, Wagga
Wagga, and Junee is 550km.
Planned breaks and refuel stops along the way will be reasonably frequent around every 100-150km (or there abouts) at:
M/tea - Mansfield
Break - Whitfield
Lunch - Beechworth
A/tea - Culcain
Break - Junee
Members are requested to book their own campsite at the Cootamundra caravan park as early as possible. Cabins are also available for
couples etc. Contact Details are as follows:
Owner: Barry and Meryl Foster
Cootamundra Caravan Park
55 Mackay Street, Cootamundra, 2590
Tel: 02 6942-1080
The Temora Aviation Museum and Air Show is widely regarded as the best in Australia displaying many old warbirds and early jets from
the 40s and 50s and is well worth a visit. The Temora Aviation Museum website can be viewed at http://www.aviationmuseum.com.au/
Once members have confirmed their accomodation, please phone on Tel: 9873-3010 and let me know you will be on the ride. There is no
restriction on the numbers attending but I would like to confirm numbers for planning purposes by mid to late May. Contact Ray Herd

SPARE T YRE
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

-

Page 2

2009 YEAR

It is with pleasure that I present the 2009 Melbourne Branch President’s report. The year started
on a very positive note. I attended the TAFE awards night where I presented the Ulysses Award to
the motorcycle mechanic Apprentice of the Year. The Ulysses Club makes this award in every
state and it was an honour to be involved.
The first task this committee set itself was to revamp the webpage and make it accessible and
relevant again. Thanks to Ray Herd for taking this on again and also his team of Mike Stamos,
Maryanne Tigges and Jacinta Thomas. We are looking for other members to become involved to that
eventually Ray can take a back seat and head off on that trip around Oz.
I would like to thank all committee members for their hard work in the various positions they hold.
Secretary Jacinta has been great to work with and very supportive and I thank her for this. Treasurer and
Liaison Officer Perry has also done a magnificent job and has managed to balance the books as well as
keep us informed on the happenings in the wider world of Ulysses. Greg took on the job of Quartermaster
with great enthusiasm, never missing an opportunity to sell his wares. With a bit of practice, he could sell
ice to Eskimos.
Ride Co-ordinator Brian has the task of finding ride leaders for rides each Sunday. It can be very difficult
getting enough riders to take on this responsibility, but he did manage it. I haven’t been on as many rides
as I would have liked this year, but the rides I have attended have been great. The members who lead
these rides should be warmly congratulated for their efforts. It takes a lot of planning and travelling to
organise a ride. I thank all ride leaders for making our Sundays most enjoyable. While on the subject of
rides, I’d also like to thank the members who take a picture record of rides. I always look forward to seeing
these. Well done and keep up the good work.
Mary, our Spare Tyre editor has what I think is a fairly difficult task of coming up with four newsletters each
year. Making them interesting and newsy can be difficult, especially when she has to beg, borrow or steal
ride reports, President’s reports, jokes etc., but she has managed it and members look forward to receiving
it. Well done Mary.
We have three events that are always on our calendar, Mansfield, V.S.K. Day and the Christmas Party. I’ve
been to Mansfield three times now and the latest one, the 10th anniversary was I feel the best. The
weather was kind to us, the company was great and the feedback I received from visitors was very positive.
The event is a real social occasion and a chance to meet up with old and new friends. David, Greg and the
rest of the team are to be congratulated for a fine event. It was great and I for one am looking forward to
this years.
V.S.K. Day is a special day in our calendar, not only for the kids but also Ulyssians. If you haven’t been
before, children with life threatening illnesses and their families are invited to a Christmas party at Cardinia
Reservoir where the trike club and our members give rides, Santa arrives with lollies. We have face
painting, clowns, foods and a great time is had by all. This years event was organised by Calvin and
assisted by Perry and they did a truly great job and thanks also to the many members
and others who gave their time etc. To make this a special day.
The annual Christmas party is a chance for all members to kick up their heels and really
end the year on a positive note. As usual David and Mary who organised the event
didn’t disappoint us and the 2008 Melbourne Branch year finished on a positive note.
Thanks to all for a successful year.
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CHEFFIE AND BRY’S MELBOURNE ADVENTURE 14-19 JANUARY 2009
Cheffie & Bry joined John Cook’s ride to San Remo…….. here’s their story...
4813.8km round trip to Melbourne via Shepparton, Cowes, and Apollo bay.
Luckily 3618kms were done on Virgin Blue travelling at 7.8kms high at a
speed of 728kms per hour. Saved us a really sore bum.
Arriving in Melbourne on Wednesday we headed to Shepparton via V-rail,
long slow trip as speeds were reduced due to the 42 degree heat. Great to
catch up with Kev and Heb who were the perfect hosts showing us all of
what Shepparton had to offer so after the fifteen minute highlight tour we
headed home and murdered a bottle of Queensland’s finest rum.
Thursday we headed out to Kev’s sun-law’s who’s a real bike nut. Has a
habit of building some wild postie bikes with twin engines races the bloody
things great bloke had a ball going thru his shed looking at some of the wild
idea’s he dreamed up. Twin motors 2nd one on handle bars.

Twin motors!! 2nd one on the
handle bars……...

duel throttles. Check out twin engines
Friday we headed off back into the Victorian capital to see the boys
graduation, which was after all the main reason for our visit to the
garden state.
After Friday night’s graduation dinner at the Brighton International we
crashed at the Rydges just across from the yacht club. 60km hour
winds gave us a great sand blasted experience. I headed off to collect
our ride for the weekend, a 2005 heritage classic tourer from Great Australian Motorcycle Tours. Ray Kennedy is a great bloke and his rates are the
best in Melbourne for the type of bike we were after. He has a small but
well looked after fleet of Harley’s available for rent short or long term and is
part of the Eaglerider world wide network. www.gamt.com.au for details .

Dual throttles!!

As we are booking a Sturgis trip later this year we thought it wise to check
out the bike we’ll be cruising the states on in July-August. After a 25 min
trip, which turned into two hours of figuring out Melbourne’s transport system, which although complicated, is quite easy. Once you know where you
want to go!!
We were loaded up and heading over the Westgate to Geelong and the
Great Ocean Road. Shock horror, fully lit up candy car is not what you want
to see in the rear view mirror at anytime, especially when you’re rocking on
down the highway at god only knows what speed with kid rock blasting out
through the speaker (the stereo system on the FLT is brilliant!!).

Check out the twin engines……...
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CHEFFIE AND BRY’S MELBOURNE ADVENTURE 14-19 JANUARY 2009
Turns out Ray’s old landlord didn’t forward his mail and the bikes
rego had run out. The copper was really cool about it all suggesting
we wait till he heard back that the insurance and rego were sorted.
Two smokes later we were back on our merry way; with the receipt
number stored in our text messages. Ray was so embarrassed by
the events which were not his fault entirely. Still the rest of the day
we were cruising in perfect weather. It’s great riding in Victoria in
summer time as it light till 9.30- 10pm. We head back to Melbourne
over the Otway ranges another brilliant ride.
Crashed in Dandenong, ready for our ride with the Melbourne
branch of Ulysses. Sunday morning, started with a swagmen’s
breakfast [a walk around and a piss]. Arriving early we had time for
a mac attack then, met a great bunch of people. About 40 of us set
off for San Remo [just this side of Phillip Island about 18km]. Victoria has some of the best roads in the country and we were soon
missing the streetbob’s handling as these guys are riders one and
all [apologies to all I held up in the twisties, the FLH or flying wardrobe corners like a brick school bus]. We regrouped at Korumburra
for coffee and a chat. We were really made to feel welcome and
thanks to everyone for the offers of a place to crash but we weren’t
sure where we were heading so we thought it better to leave our
plans open. The Melbourne branch don’t have a planned ride
home so lunch is the farewell stop and people just go when ready.
Met many great people. Will hopefully catch up again as many are
AGM regulars and a few had done the ride through the USA so we
got some really great tips. San Remo is a picture postcard type of
town. Loved the roadside signs. Especially powernaps. In fact Bry
took about 80 pic’s of back of the bike.
Some with the lens cap actually off so if any of the branch find a big
red wardrobe in their pic please forward to me at Cheffie@ab4d.org
Love to have a few more in-focus. Bry took some wonderful shots
of our ride and they’ll be going up on our photo bucket link from our
AB4D site www.ab4d.org There seemed to be a far bit of interest in
our 2012 bid for the AGM so if it happens hopefully if we haven’t
caught up before then we’ll see a good bunch of you up here in the
sunny state. We rode on to Cowes and met up with a couple of
Harley riders who are running a business called Biker Gear Australia. Great place to score some excellent leather work. They make a
kevlar jean superior to Draggin jeans and about 30% cheaper with

Loved the road side signs!!E

Lunch at San Remo
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CHEFFIE AND BRY’S MELBOURNE ADVENTURE 14-19 JANUARY 2009
30% more kevlar in them, as well as far superior stitching and a great cut. Sadly they were
awaiting some of the larger sizes so guess I’ll be ordering some via the net when they come in
(www.bikersgearaustralia.com or 03 59526996 ask for frog).
Monday saw us returning the bike. Ray was so sorry about the rego mistake he dropped us
back in the city which was nice. Had a few hours to kill so we jumped on a tram to see the city
sights only to have it shit itself so we headed into Young and Jackson’s, Westside etc. Surprised
us that you can smoke in outside areas of the cafes. Melbourne really is a civilised city. With
four million people most of whom it seemed were heading for the tennis we decided to just pub
crawl our way back to the airport.
We had such a blast I’m sure we’ll be back in Victoria before too long although, we’ve got to
save some money for our Sturgis run later this year. Thanks to all who we met you’re a great
bunch of Ulyssesians who didn’t mind showing a couple of Queenslander’s some great roads.

PICS FROM AROUND THE TRAPS....

Maffra—10th March 2009
(Photos—Martin Bastock)

Penrith AGM 2009
(Photos — Bill Dusting)

Euroa - 7th December 2008

Peter Philferan—out of hospital!
Victoria’s ‘secret’ - 15th February 2009
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RIDE CALENDAR : APRIL/MAY/JUNE 2009
Please refer to the website for any last minute changes…… www.ulyssesmelb.com
EVERYONE WELCOME; Friends and family are most welcome to any ride or social event. All rides start at 10am sharp
unless otherwise stated - Don’t be late! For more information call the Ride Leader or our Ride Co-ordinator, John Cook on
03 9728 5769 or 0419 599 530.

Date

Destination

Depart

Rider Leader

Contact Details

Sun 5th April

Lilydale

Andrew Kennedy

9725 9267

Sun 19th April

Mirboo North 2nd attempt to visit this
year
Easter weekend - no club ride If any one
is organizing a ride please let the ride
coordinator John Cook know on above
numbers
Kyneton

Lilydale

Calvin De Piazza

98597825

Sun 26th April

Warburton

Lilydale

John Cook

9728-5769 or
0419 599 530

Sun 3rd May

Eildon

Lilydale

Keith Gibson

97302890

Sun 10th May

Daylesford

Kalkallo

Bob Munro

9431-1268

Sun 17th May

Maryborough

Kalkallo

Hank Tigges

Sat 23rd May

12th Autumn ice run via Howmans gap
and Mt Beauty M/tea at Sale lunch at
Bruthen then Omeo Hwy and over
Hotham $61P/Person incl dinner B and
B at Howmans Gap Return via Myrtelford
Whitfield and Mansfield
Tarago Reservoir BYO lunch picnic or
BBQ
Cootamundra, visiting the Temora air
show. See notice in Spare Tyre

Dandenong
at 8am

John Cook

9584-4984 or
0411 449 171
9728-5769 or
0419 599 530

Lilydale

Bob Harris

59623891

Lilydale

Raymond Herd

9873-3010

Sun 14th June

Murchison

Kalkallo

David Paxman

Sun 21st June

Leongatha

Dandenong

Lesley Macdonald

9873 8487 Or
0403 164 160
0418 509 043

Sun 28th June

Trafalgar

Dandenong

Garry Buckland

0418 345 244

Sun 12th April

Sun 31st May
Sun 6th Jun

DEPARTURE POINTS
LILYDALE:

DANDENONG:

ARDEER:

BUNKER HILL:

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah
Highway. Left hand side out
-bound from Melbourne—
100 metres from rail crossing. Melway 38 E4

Mobile Service Station on
Princes Highway (next door
to the old Safeway/Maccas

Mobil Quix (McDonalds),
Western Ring Road. Left
hand side out-bound from
Melbourne. Melway 40 B5

Shell Service Station, Hume
Freeway. Donnybrook Road
intersection approximately 2
kms north of Craigieburn
Melway Page 8

Location, near the corner of
Doveton Avenue (and yes,
they do have a toilet!!)
Melway 91 B12
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SOCIAL CALENDAR : APRIL/MAY/JUNE 2009
ALL MEMBERS & FRIENDS WELCOME; our social nights are held on the first Friday (the Grandview Hotel) and the third
Friday (Tower Hotel) of each month from 6.30pm onwards. Have a drink, a coffee, a meal or just a chat! Saturday
mornings at the Tall Ship Café are a great chance to catch up with fellow members and friends. Any time after 9.00am
Date

Venue

Friday 3rd April 2009

The Grandview Hotel, Fairfield

Saturday 4th April 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Saturday 11th April 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Friday 17th April 2009

Tower Hotel, Hawthorn East

Saturday 18th April 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Saturday 25th April 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Friday 1st May 2009

The Grandview Hotel, Fairfield

Saturday 2rd May 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Saturday 9th May 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Friday 15th May 2009

Tower Hotel, Hawthorn East

Saturday 16th May 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Saturday 23rd May 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Saturday 30th May 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Friday 5th June 2009

The Grandview Hotel, Fairfield

Saturday 6th June 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Saturday 13th June 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Friday 19th June 2009

Tower Hotel, Hawthorn East

Saturday 20th June 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

Saturday 27th June 2009

Tall Ship Café, Port Melbourne

GRANDVIEW HOTEL

TOWER HOTEL

TALL SHIP CAFE

429 Heidelberg Road

686 Burwood Road

197 Bay Street

Fairfield

Hawthorn East

Port Melbourne

(cnr Heidelberg Rd & Station St

(cnr Burwood & Camberwell Rds)

Phone : 9882 2347

Phone : 9489 8061

Phone : 9646 5558
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LILYDALE TO EUROA—7 DECEMBER 2008
Ride leader: John Cook
Tail end: Bob Munro
What a hunky-dory of a ride! Magnificent sunshine, luscious green hills, sexy
curves (the road, Darlings!) and a string of 35+ bikes hooning along, (some of
us, sedately), through a wonderful countryside. We are truly fortunate and
blessed in this country.
Beginning at Lilydale, we sped off towards Yarra Glen and Healesville, then
wound our meandering way through the delectable Black Spur. Cold! Buxton
and the Cathedral Range then came into sight, rekindling for me that love of
deep mountain indigo and olive – and the presence of mountain spirits.
At Alexandra there appeared an impressive line up of handsome silver
thermoses on the picnic bench, then the bikes (not the thermoses) took off
towards Merton.
The Merton – Euroa road was splendorous. My helmeted head constantly
swivelled from side to side in an attempt to soak up the vista of those stately
hills scattered with bizarre rock sculptures, strewn across the summits like so
many child’s building blocks tumbled out of a toy box.
Fortunately for me, Bob-Tail-End-Munro seems to appreciate the slower tourist–
take on the vista also. Sorry, corner markers. It’s just too good to miss. And
anyway, just think, you are building up extra minutes so you can hoon off even
faster to catch up with the lead. And also, I love it when I get an excessively
flamboyant wave through a corner. It makes me feel like the Queen Mother.
Some corner markers even give me the wind-up-windmill-wave. Does that mean
I need to tighten up the rubber bands on the Virago, or are you just exercising
your shoulder muscles?
After lunch at Euroa (the conversation is always fun and illuminating –Gym,
puleeeease!), John took us along the Ruffy road to Gobur and Yarck. What a
delightful tract of undulating hills, creeks and narrow tree-lined ‘lanes’. Worth
another trip.
Then on past the Molesworth Pub and Yea.
From there we went our various ways, and I ambled back through Flowerdale
and Woodstock and finally limped into a petrol station with only the fumes to
carry me to the bowser, my tank was so low. It’s a long stretch without a pit stop
when you forget to re-fuel. Finally home, I had totted up 450km’s.
That’s it. Till next time. Victoria Howlett
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KALKALLO TO MURCHISON—11 JANUARY 2009
Ride leader: Bob Tate
Tail end: Peter McCrae
Leaving Alexandra at 8am to lead the ride it was a mild morning with a promise of
a warm day later on. Reaching Kinglake West it was foggy and very cold so that by
the time I got to Kalkallo I was shivering. To my surprise there were at least 30 or
more riders waiting for the first ride of the year. Kalkallo is in my opinion a much
better place to meet than Bunker Hill as there is much more room to park and a
good shop to get a snack.
Well we started up the Hume Highway to the Wallan turnoff, the first part of the
ride being the same as I have done over the last few years. From Wallan to
Romsey through the hilly volcanic valleys with lots of twists and areas to open up
a bit. From Romsey to Lancefield where we turned off to Mia Mia where the first
10kms wound through bushland with many great sweepers before the road
opened out to a more boring and rather rough section. A right turn took us to
Heathcote where we had morning tea. We were met there by one of our original
members, Danny Dallalana no 116 who is now living in Heathcote. He
accompanied us to lunch where Ron Blomley, Danny and I with Peter? had lunch
at the local pub. After Heathcote we went via Graytown to Nagambie where again
there was a chance to open up a bit. A trip over Kirwan’s bridge after Nagambie
got the blood flowing as it was a planked and rather rough bridge over the
Goulburn weir. However all seemed to pass over it with success. If anyone did fall
in we have not heard of them yet. Lunch was at Murchison where the alternatives
were the bakery, pub or BYO. About 2.30pm all dispersed and made their way
home. The day was warm but pleasant and hopefully enjoyed by all.
Bob Tate.

CURIOUS SENIOR
Two businessmen were
sitting down for a break
in their soon-to-be new
store.
As yet, the store wasn't
ready, with only a few
shelves set up.
One said to the other, "I
bet any minute now some
idiot is going to walk by,

put his face to the
window, and ask what
we're selling."
No sooner were the
words out of his mouth
when, sure enough, a
curious old senior walked
to the window, had a
peek, and in a soft accent
asked "What 'cha sellin'

here ??"
One of the men replied
sarcastically, "We're
selling ass-holes..."
Without skipping a beat,
the old timer said, "You're
doing well...Only two left."
Seniors - God bless 'em &
don't mess with 'em.
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RIDERS UNIT TO AID BUSHFIRE VICTIMS

Ride for The Hills
Within 24hrs of the fire devastation that took place on Black Saturday, a coalition of independent riders and
associations formed in response to calls from within the motorcycle community. This group immediately began organising
a fundraising ride expected to rival the annual Toy Run which usually attracts up to 15,000 riders.

Since then, the response has been phenomenal with endorsement being received from the MRA, the Ulysses Club
(Australia's largest motorcycle organisation), various industry groups, Netrider (Australia's largest motorcycle web site)
and Club Y, as well as many other associations, clubs and individuals who have volunteered their support.
Date: Sunday 5th April

Starts at St Kilda, Pier Road St Kilda Departing at 11.00 am
See http://www.tinyurl.com/RFTH-Start

Destination – Whittlesea
Riders are being encouraged to pre-register for the ride by paying $20 via the official web site for the event at
www.rideforthehills.org.au
MRA (Vic) President John Karmouche said today, “The success of the event centres on how many riders we can publicise
the event to. Consequently we are calling on everyone that hears about the ride to encourage other riders to register. We
will even accept payments from those who can’t make the ride but who still want to support the ride with a donation.”
Phillip Cassap, who has taken the leadership responsibility for organising the Ride for The Hills has spent many hours
organising meetings, talking to motorcycle clubs, liaising with the City of Port Phillip and the City of Whittlesea gathering
their support and pulling together the event as a whole.
According to staff at the City of Whittlesea, many locals are riders themselves and the concept of bringing a large convoy of
bikes to the area, which is known as the riders playground, is something that they feel will appeal, especially to young
children who have been affected by the fires.

For further information contact:
John Karmouche President MRA(Vic)

– 03 9877 3004

Phil Cassap

– 0410 642 008

(Convenor RFTH)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

33RD HISTORIC WINTON - HONOURING THE PAST
with famous
sportscars from the
1950s appearing in
competition events
and on display in
the car park.
Another highlight is
an entirely new
selection of
pioneering and
innovative 1950s
'Aussie Specials'.

Saturday 30 & Sunday
31 May 2009 at
Winton Motor
Raceway, Benalla, Vic
•

•

•

Appreciate the
evolution of
Australian motor
sport - the older the
better, our cars are
our stars!
Historic Winton,
Australia's largest
and most popular
all-historic motor
race meeting
presents two action
-packed days of
non-stop racing
featuring over 400
historic racing cars
and motorbikes
from the 1920s to
the 1980s.
Celebrations in
2009 include the
'Fabulous Fifties',

•

•

•

American Muscle
Cars of the era will
feature prominently
in the special
interest car park
alongside an
exciting display of
1950s Hot Rods.
'Soft-top Sunday'
highlights British
sports cars and
American
convertibles.
The 'President's
Selection'

showcases a group
of exotic pre-1930s
sports and touring
vehicles that have
rarely been seen at
a race meeting in
Australia.
If you have a classic or
special-interest car or
bike, you're welcome to
join the spectator car
park display on the
Saturday or the
Sunday.
Enquiries:
•

Noel Wilcox ph 03
5428 2689 (after
hours) email
bigboytoyco@bigpo
nd.com

•

Photos and media
enquiries: Jo
Pocklington email
jopocklington@bigp
ond.com

www.historicwinton.org
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AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND 24-26 JANUARY 2009
TO DUNKELD AND CASTLEMAINE
RIDE LEADER
BRIAN QUINTAL
TAIL MARKER
JIM FERGUSON
****************
VICTORIA
HOWLETT

What a truly delightful
experience. A three day
tour through beautiful
country with two nights
camping in between.
This is my idea (one of
them, anyway) of bliss.
Several folks have
contributed to this
report, so I will insert
each person’s section
after my introduction.
Andrew was official
photographer, and I
believe Martin is kindly
transforming the
images for electronic
transmission.
Ten of us set out from
Ardeer for morning tea
at Colac via the new
and convenient
Geelong bypass.
Turning south we
wandered through
magnificent forests
around Gellibrand and
Lavers Hill, (a few
unscheduled ministops along the forest
road to write some

lines of poetry. Thanks
for waiting, Jim) then
along the breath-taking
Great Ocean Road for a
lunch break at Port
Campbell.
Travelling north to Lake
Bolac we crossed some
hot, drought-distressed
flat plains, a reminder
of some of the struggle
currently facing some
farmers, then west
past the glorious
configuration of the
Grampians’ rocky
outcrops, rising out of
the plain like a string of
toppled castles, then
finally arriving at the
little oasis of Dunkeld.
Thence began the
spontaneously
choreographed tent
routine of transforming
rolled ‘canvas’ bundles
into three dimensional
sculptures of all
shapes and sizes –up,
down, bend, hammer,
twist, swear. As for me,
a swag thrown out on
the ground in two
seconds flat seems the
way to go.
A highlight of the
evening was a gentle
walk at dusk along the
tracks of the adjacent

Arboretum, a delightful
chance to engage in
thoughtful
conversations and
connections discussing
various aspects of the
human condition.
The next morning (after
lost and found glasses)
saw us weaving our
way north through the
Grampians to Hall’s
Gap (splendiferous),
then on to Stawell and
finally the Castlemaine
camping ground.
More tent
choreography, bent
pegs and swag fling.
The day had been hot,
so the swimming pool
offered a welcome
frolic before a campside or pub dinner.
At night we were
treated to Raymond’s
1960’s et al music
collection – charming –
and gentle
conversation around
the circle (no camp
fire).
To me, this is what
connecting with people
is all about. Riding
down country lanes
with a group of buddies
strung out in file
(usually up ahead of

me) and sharing a ‘billy of
tea’ at day’s end, is bliss.
Sharing the trip with Anita
was an added bonus.
Next day (after lost and
found keys – no, not mine)
we farewelled at Ballan.
Folks went their own way
from there –I explored
some possible roads for a
future ride around
Bacchus Marsh.
Thanks Brian for a
thoughtfully organised
weekend. And thanks Jim
for your patient sweeping.
And of course, a warm
appreciation to all you
delightful folk who shared
the weekend.
*******************
BRIAN QUINTAL
Who could ask for better,
whatever gods you believe
in then they surely came
through with the goods,
weather, company,
location, location, location.
That last bit’s Real Estate
speak for commission,
commission, commission.
The majority of the roads
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AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND 24-26 JANUARY 2009
TO DUNKELD AND CASTLEMAINE
taken were remarkably
free of the holiday
traffic making for
relaxed riding and the
chance to enjoy the
land travelled over.
Incidents were few yet
it is the small things
that make life fun,
particularly as the ride
leader’s composure
collapses when astride
the bike arm
dramatically raised in
the air, ‘to follow…’
realisation dawns; no
key, no muttering
motor, NOGO!
Keys are in tent that is
neatly packed on bike
and tied down. Having
sent the others off to
refuel gave a chance to
mentally stand and
SCREAM, “IDIOT!” But
life goes on and so
does the ride.
The state of Victoria is
small but contains
many small gems of
beautiful riding country
and we had the
pleasure of riding them
(thanks Jurgen for
suggesting an
alternative in the
Grampians section).
Dunkeld, a whistle stop

on the way to South
Australia, was a
surprise. The hotel
freshly renovated and
added to sparkles with
style and introduced
one to Wagyu corned
beef. For a foodie this
was sheer heaven,
especially out in the
bush, and never having
tasted this previously.
It is later learned that a
prominent barrister
has done much to
revive the town’s spirit
and future. The result
lovingly restored
houses, new structures
and a definite sense of
pride in what has gone
before.
Halls Gap, busy
bustling and quickly
passed in the cool
morning air, Stawell
the sound of Sunday
worship and memory of
the song “Sunday
Morning Going Down.’
Morning tea or
breakfast for some,
then out again across
the rolling sweeping
bends of the wheat
belt country, dry, heat
soaked and silent
except for the constant
chatter of ten bikes

rushing through.
Stawell, Navarre,
Moonambel (OOPS! sped
past the turn, another six
km’s added to the ride).
Maryborough, bigger, new
road works, Newstead
(music festival, catching
up with Ron and others
who have got rid of the
speed demons) and
our second night
Castlemaine where Max
farewells us to return
home with a dodgy tyre.
Then a cold early morning
dash through Daylesford,
the forest to Ballan where
sadly the ride ends and
the party also ends. Great
country, great friends,
great weather, who could
ask for anything better?
**************
JIM FERGUSON
What a great way to spend
the long weekend, touring
around with like-minded
riders. The Saturday stops
at Colac and Port
Campbell for
refreshments set the
standard worthy of a
gourmet. The pub at
Dunkeld continued this
fine tradition, where our
selections included fish &

chips, pork and lamb
curries, sausages &
mash, wagyu silverside
and, finally, tuna salad
prepared with
excellence.
Both Sunday and
Monday ,the bakeries
and pub were well
patronized and
especially appreciated
were the little tips
picked up from fellow
campers. Carrying
breakfast on the bike
has always been a bit
dicey, for me, but mixing
milk powder with
muesli, before leaving,
so that only water has to
be added, is a real
winner.
The riding, as always,
was a delight (but why
preach to the
converted?). Thanks
Brian for a well
organised weekend.
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22 FEBRUARY 2009

Ride leader: Victoria Howlett
Tail end: Andrew Kennedy
The morning dawned fine with a smoky haze from the bush fires. Victoria had done much research and
trial runs for her scheduled ride to Pyalong. Due to the tragic fires there was a quickly replanned route to
the west of Melbourne. We usually don’t get to see much of the countryside on this side of town, so we
were looking forward to exploring some new territory.
We weren’t disappointed. 21 bikes turned up at Ardeer. Should have been 22, but there was a rider who
got lost on a roundabout before we even started. (Won’t go any further there). We set off on some back
roads via Melton towards Bacchus Marsh with only one unscheduled detour through an industrial estate.
The countryside was so dry and sparse, dams empty, only the eucalypts seem to survive and we passed
some magnificent old spotted gums and flowering gums.
At Bacchus Marsh we turned into an interesting little road called Dog Trap
Gully Road then onto Ironbark Road and stopped at the lookout at
Werribee Gorge State Park. This is a wonderful viewing spot but was a bit
smoky from the fires.
After Bacchus Marsh we headed south through Balliang near the Brisbane
Ranges national park passing a few wineries to Anakie for morning tea,
where we gave the local store some good business. From Anakie we
headed down the Ballan Rd towards Geelong, through Ceres with its pretty stone cottages, across the
top of the new freeway construction, skirting the city on Queens Park Rd, then through picturesque
Fyansford, in all a very scenic route with great views. Then onto the new Geelong Bypass freeway which
most of us hadn’t seen before.
We lost the leader in some traffic going around Werribee, but amazingly found each other coming into an
intersection from different directions. Then we headed towards Point Cook and our destination
Campbells Cove.
What a jewel of a place, unspoiled, right on Port Phillip Bay. We were riding through the market gardens
of Werribee, came over a rise and it was a “wow” moment to see the blue water with gentle waves. A row
of homebuilt boat houses line the foreshore and we borrowed a verandah or two to admire the view and
have lunch.
We were reluctant to leave this lovely place, but had a long ride home. Perfect weather, good roads,
unexpected great scenery amongst barren flatlands, well thought out route, even the cattle feedlot
perfume added to an enjoyable day. Thanks for the adventure Victoria.
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GENERAL MOTORCYCLE MAINTENANCE TIPS
From the pen of "Captain Underpants in the Garage"
Here is a new series of articles for your elucidation and education from the Garage of Captain
Underpants.....

Motorcycle maintenance is more than doing maintenance on your motorcycle because you have to do it now or it is time to do it right
away. On going general maintenance will keep your motorcycle in great condition with little or no unpleasant surprises on the road.
Remember the tips listed below are just that, tips. In all cases, please please refer to your owners manuals for specifics.

General Motorcycle Maintenance
Modern bikes require less maintenance than they did in the 60's and 70's but they still
need a lot more maintenance than a car. This higher reliability also means that there
are a lot of motorcyclists out there who haven't a clue how to work on their bikes or
what really needs to be done to ensure reliability.
Motorcyclists should be able to do at least basic maintenance on their bikes.
The more care and maintenance you give a bike the longer it will last. Performing
general maintenance on your motorcycle will also help you spot problems before they
happen.
Tip: There are dozens of parts on a motorcycle that could be checked on a regular
basis and there is nothing wrong with checking all those parts. But try to slim the list down to the most important items so
you still have time to ride.
Here is a basic list of some of the most important things to check on a motorcycle. Even doing a little can make a big
difference. Battery, Oil, Tyres, Brakes, Chain and sprocket (Shaft Drive, Belt Drive) and Fuel.

Tyres
Tip: Keep a low pressure tyre gauge (0psi - 80psi) in your bike tool bag at all times. In the ideal world you should check
your tyre pressure every time you fill up your petrol.
Keep your tyres correctly inflated. A tyre that is very under-inflated generates a lot of heat which can lead to a blow out.
Tyres that run too hot also wear out more quickly. The most common motorcycle breakdown is for tyre damage.
Buy yourself a pencil-type tyre gauge and use it regularly until you instinctively 'know' what your tyres feel like correctly
inflated. Use of the gauge and visual inspections must become second nature.
Replace your tyres sooner rather than later. If tread depth is 1-2mm it is time to replace your tyres. T ake a tip from the
mad sportbikers - they never skimp on their tyres as they are often all that stands between them and the pearly gates.

Brakes
Tip: Brake fluid absorbs moisture over time and becomes less effective. Replace brake fluid every one to two years and
your brakes will perform the best they can.
Motorcycles have up to two brake fluid reservoirs, one for the front, usually found on the handlebars and one for the back.
Both should be checked regularly. Topping up should only be done from a new, sealed bottle as brake fluid tends to absorb
moisture over time. If your brake pads are thin and due for replacement. Beware - brake fluid,
if spilt on paintwork eats right through to the bare metal.
Also check the thickness of the brake pads. If you allow them to go right down to the metal
your brake disc will be damaged resulting in an unnecessary and expensive replacement.
Fitting braided steel brake lines will increase the performance of your brakes by roughly 50%.
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GENERAL MOTORCYCLE MAINTENANCE TIPS
Fuel
Tip: Check your fuel filter on a regular basis and replace every 2 years.
Fuel is quite an often overlooked as a form of preventative maintenance on a motorcycle.
Check the fuel filter (if you have one) to make sure it is not clogged and looks clean and clear. Replace fuel filters
every 2 years.
Check the fuel lines for weather damage and cracking, replace immediately if any is found.
Generally untreated petrol only lasts (is good for) 6 months. After this time the petrol starts to break down. Dispose
of untreated petrol older than 6 months rather than risk running it. Treated petrol can last up to 2 years.
Remember when parking your motorcycle for any length of time to turn the fuel tap to the off position. This prevents
any fuel potentially leaking out and flooding the carbs or the engine.

Oil
Tip: Check your oil level when it is cold before you go on a ride. If it is not at its high or max level top it up before
going out.
Regular oil and filter changes will keep your motorbike young and healthy.
Oil level. Make sure you regularly check and keep your oil level at its HIGH or MAX level. It is best to check your oil
level on the bikes centre stand or when it is in a level position. An under filled oil level can be disastrous while too
much oil over the limit may flood your air cleaner with oil.
You should also know the difference between the 'low' level and the 'high' level in ml e.g. if the difference is 300ml
you cannot purchase a 500ml tin and pour the whole can in!
Here are some pointers regarding oil which are true for most motorcycles
- The bike should be level as possible.
- The oil should best be inspected cold and is therefore best done before you go out on a ride.
- Be careful to not allow foreign matter and dirt to fall in during the inspection process.
- With threaded dipsticks do not screw the dipstick in when taking a reading, just allow it to rest on the
lowest thread.
- High temperatures, time, speed, heavy traffic, short trips and dust quickly destroy the quality of your oil. If
you do ride in these conditions change your oil more frequently..
- It is recommended you change your oil filter every other oil change if you are using a good quality oil filter
If not, every oil change!
- Always, Always, use a good oil filter.
- Motorcycles can and do use the same oils as cars although special synthetic motorcycle oils are available.
Always use the recommended oil weight for your motorcycle (e.g. 10w40 or 20w50). Older (15+ year old)
motorcycles run best on regular (non-synthetic oil), while new bikes like either.

Stay tuned for more handy hints from the pen of “Captain Underpants”……...
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QUARTERMASTER’S STORE
Melbourne Branch T-Shirt - in our own distinctive orange & black!
Size

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

Chest cm

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

Garment

105

110

115

120

125

135

140

145

150

155

There may be a delay in receiving your order as we must purchase a minimum quantity of 20 from the
manufacturers. You will be notified when your order is ready. All orders must be accompanied by payment in full.

MELBOURNE BRANCH LOGO MERCHANDISE:

Size

Quantity

Name Badge

Unit Price

Total $

$10.00

Shirt - No Pocket

Size:

$35.00

Shirt - With Pocket

Size:

$38.00

Melbourne Branch embroidered patch 70mm

$7.50

ULYSSES LOGO MERCHANDISE:
Denim patch - 300mm x 300mm - Blue

$4.50

Embroidered patch 70mm

$4.00

Badges - Senior (50+) Gold

$5.00

- Junior (40+) Silver

$5.00

Bike Badge—Gold

$13.50

T-shirt long sleeve Black with large/small logo

Size:

$18.00

T-shirt short sleeve Black with large/small logo Size:

$16.00

Size:

$25.00

Leather Belt - Black / Brown
Pewter Belt Buckle - Small

$17.00

Pewter Belt Buckle - Large

$18.50

Keyring

$4.00

Chrome Motorcycle Number Plate Frame

$9.00

Braces

$25.00

Windscreen sticker (inside)

$4.00

Windscreen sticker (outside)

$4.00

Reflective sticker
TOTAL ORDER

$1.50

Please make cheques payable to : Ulysses Club and mail your order & payment to:
Greg Rees, PO Box 3045 Auburn Vic 3122

Name (for delivery)…………………………………………………………………………………………...…...Phone:…………………………………………
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Name/s to appear on name badge:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

THE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT: HANK TIGGES

COMMITTEE MEMBER : MARY APPS

Phone:
Email:

Phone:
Email:

0411 449 171
president@ulyssesmelb.com

03 9889 5279
maryapps@ulyssesmelb.com

SECRETARY : JACINTA THOMAS

COMMITTEE MEMBER : DAVID APPS

Phone:
Email:

Phone:
Email:

03 9324 6445 or 0411 359 998
secretary@ulyssesmelb.com

0417 688 863
davidapps@ulyssesmelb.com

TREASURER : MARGARET TAYLOR

COMMITTEE MEMBER : CALVIN DE PIAZZA

Phone:
Email:

Phone:
Email:

03 9774 2948 or 0432 683 540
treasurer@ulyssesmelb.com

QUARTERMASTER : GREG REES
Phone:
Email:

0416 109 933
quartermaster@ulyssesmelb.com

RIDE CO-ORDINATOR : JOHN COOK
Phone:
Email:

03 9728 5769 or 0419 599 530
ridecoordinator@ulyssesmelb.com

SPARE TYRE EDITOR: DEBORAH JASPER
Phone:
Email:

03 9395 9879 or 0417 959 941
sparetyreeditor@ulyssesmelb.com

COMMITTEE MEMBER:PERRY STEPHENS
Phone:
Email:

03 9458 3053 or 0412 437 899
perrystephens@ulyssesmelb.com

03 9859 7825
calvindepiazza@ulyssesmelb.com

COMMITTEE MEMBER : JOHN TAYLOR
Phone:
Email:

03 9744 2948
johntaylor@ulyssesmelb.com

COMMITTEE MEMBER : MICHAEL STAMOS
Phone:
Email:

03 8788 4178
mikestamos@ulyssesmelb.com

COMMITTEE MEMBER : MAURIE THIRKELL
Phone:

03 9354 7145

WEBMASTER : RAYMOND HERD
Phone:
Email:

03 9873 3010
webmaster@ulyssesmelb.com

For contributions to the Spare Tyre, please contact Deborah Jasper on 0417 959 941
Got a funny story?? Something interesting you would like to share??
Something you want to advertise?? Please send it in.
Deborah Jasper—Spare Tyre Editor
104 Foxwood Drive, Point Cook Vic 3030
or email: sparetyreeditor@ulyssesmelb.com

