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I N S I D E …….

 Ride Reports

 Social events

 Ride Calendar

Thanks to all those who

take the time to do ride

reports and post photos on

the website. - it makes

“stealing the photos”for

the Spare Tyre very easy for

me…….

J A N U A R Y - M A R C H 2 0 1 6

S P A R E T Y R E

M E L B O U R N E B R A N C H W E B S I T E :
W W W . U L Y S S E S M E L B . C O M

RIDING INTO 2016

As 2015 is folded into the pages of history

thoughts turn to the year ahead. There are

some certainties we will all get a year older,

many of our members will attend the AGM in

Launceston Tasmania, some will undertake

riding tours overseas and some will retire

from actively riding altogether.

On the horizon, electric motorcycles and

scooters will continue to advance both in

technology and in numbers. Australian

Motorcyclist (January 2016) reports , "…that

Zero motorcycles have two new models - the

Zero FXS and the adventure model with a

city range of 315kms and highway range of

156 kms (at 112 km/h)." Couple this with

Western RACWA Australia's roll-out of

charging stations from Perth to the South-

West , taking in Margaret River region and

Tesla's planned electric highway from

Melbourne to Sydney and then to Brisbane,

the future of the electric vehicle is starting to

make sense. Is it aimed at current riders,

clearly NO! The piston equivalent is with us

for some time to come and especially for

2016.

But what of the Melbourne Branch in 2016?

Our branch AGM in February will ask for

members to step forward and volunteer for

committee positions. If you have ideas that

you feel will help the branch to grow and

members to have a more enjoyable

experience, this is the time to come forward

and take part in the running of the branch.

One of the most difficult roles on the

committee is that of Ride Co-ordinator. Pat

Ryan continues to do a marvellous job in

ensuring we all enjoy a Sunday ride to

familiar and new destinations. Unfortunately,

all too often it is the same people who step

up to lead the ride; John Cook, Andrew

Kennedy and Pat immediately spring to mind

with Bill Dusting the ever reliable Tail End

Charlie. It would be great if more of us, writer

included, came forward in 2016

volunteering to lead a ride.

Sure we often end up at the same place but

it is amazing that often a new person puts

some twist on the ride which makes it

interesting for the rest.

So here is a worthwhile goal. If you have not

led a ride for some time or never led a ride

at all make this year the year you will get on

the machine sally forth and earn the thanks

of all those who follow to that great lunch-

stop with that awesome view of what makes

Victoria and Australia a fabulous place to

ride.

May all our Ulyssian family have a

Safe, Healthy New Year. Keep the

throttle open and Seize the Day!
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R I D E R E P O R T : K A L K A L L O T O T R E N T H A M
R I D E L E A D E R : R O G E R F O O T
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : R I C K R Y C K E N

Roger’s Trentham Ride 5 July 2015

First is my geographically challenged report

It finally all came together for Roger. This was his third attempt to lead his ride to Trentham this year. He had to pass on the first

attempt due to the absence of a bike. Due to abysmal weather only two other people turned up for his second attempt. He persevered

and we were all rewarded today (5 July). A dozen people came along to support the ride on a great variety of 10 bikes. These included

a new BMW R1200 R, Pat’s Harley, Rogers new HondaVFR, Rick’s Suzuki 650 V Strom, a Triumph Bonneville, a Victory

Jackpot, Gazza’s immaculate Yamaha FJR plus a smattering of other BMWs and Hondas. The weather was kind –yes it was cold

and windy but we had great riding conditions and Roger had picked out some great roads and my only problem will be detailing where

we went. I will try:-

We initially headed west on Donnybrook Road and then turned south back towards

Bulla, then west again through some delightful gorges and north past

Clarkefield. We then turned east and made our way through Darraweit Guim. We

then had a short stop to make Libby’s errant pannier behave itself and continued

west again through Romsey and then climbed up some green moss covered road

over Mt Macedon before descending into Macedon and turning off to follow some

tight and technical back roads down through New Gisborne and into Gisborne for

our morning tea break after doing a bit over 100 km. A market was in full swing

and the town was certainly very busy. After a leisurely break we mounted up and

headed north again and

did a short stint on the

Calder Hwy before

turning off past Hanging Rock, seeing some lovely old buildings at Newham,

skirted Carlsruhre, went through Malmsbury, checked some of the old

buildings of Kyneton and then headed south to Trentham where we stopped

for lunch. After lunch many headed off home and several of us back tracked

to Woodend where several stopped for much need fuel. Roger –I am not

overly familiar with that side of town, you showed us some great roads and

your research showed –Thank you. Rick - Thanks for a great job as TEC. I

noted you exchanging phone numbers with Roger before the start and your

help with Libby’s pannier was also appreciated.

John Cook

Then Roger's detailed version

We were blessed with a cold but sunny day, almost perfect winter riding conditions, for the trip

from Kalkallo to Trentham through the Macedon ranges.

We set out heading west up Donnybrook Rd through the next manifestation of Melbourne's urban

sprawl ( "The Woods" pretty much says it all), and then via Bardwell Drive to Konagaderra Rd and the

Sunbury Lancefield Rd at Clarkefield. A short run north and around the sweeping bend

over Bolinda Bridge ( a lovely bit of riding - JC) brought us to a right turn into Darraweit Rd at Bolinda.

A long loop with Darraweit Guim in the valley at it's apex saw us return to the Lancefield Rd

at Romsey by way of wooded hills and sweeping bends, the latter rather spoilt by slow moving local

traffic. Crossing the main road we headed toward Hanging Rock and just past Hesket turned left to

cross over Mt Macedon. Despite a breeze and a low of 5 degrees over the hill the sunshine made for
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Sponsors’
We would like to thank the sponsors for their financial support which enables the branch to publish

this newsletter, our webpage and also contributes significantly to the cost of running our day for

Very Special Kids.

These businesses support us in many ways and most offer discounts to Ulysses Club members, so we
urge you to show your support and consider these businesses when looking for accessories, bikes,

clothing, parts and or servicing.

K A L K A L L O T O T R E N T H A M
5 J U L Y 2 0 1 5

pleasant conditions, and somewhat surprisingly the roads were dry and clear of forest debris.

After the long descent a sneaky left turn into Brougham Rd took us to Syndicate Rd, and we skirted Lloyd Williams' racing complex

before looping back ontoBarringo Rd and into Gisborne. We hit the jackpot with what must surely have been the biggest market day

in Gisborne's history with even motorcycling parking at a premium and legendary coffee queues. Ron Blomley was observed consorting

with a group of leather clad motorcyclists, no doubt in an attempt to secure himself a hot drink in a timely manner.

After a lengthy break a quick run up the Calder Freeway took us back towards Hanging Rock. We took the Lancefield Rd as far

as Newham but then headed north west to Kyneton and Malmsbury, passing the new Moto Bean café which appears to feature a

Matchless emblem on it's hoarding. A left turn onto theDaylesford Rd and a further left onto Spring Hill Rd took us through the forest

to Tylden, and then a short run up to Trentham. Lunch in the sunshine topped off a very pleasant day.

"TrenthamFallsRd" by I, Mattinbgn. Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Commons - https://

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TrenthamFallsRd.JPG#/media/File:TrenthamFallsRd.JPG
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Greg Rees’Classic Ride to San Remo 16 August 2015

From a riding point of view we were blessed with the weather which
was quite mild for August in Melbourne and it remained dry for the
whole day. There were over two dozen bikes assembled at
Dandenong but I didn’t count the exact numbers as I didn’t realise
that I was doing the ride report until much later so I apologise for the
lack of names in my report. Bill Dusting once again volunteered and

did his usual excellent job as TEC.

There were a lot of the regular faces plus a number of newer
members including one (Jeff?) on a club plated small Honda. After
welcomes and a full briefing we got under way with a bit of a
transport section out of Dandenong before turning south off the
freeway and made our way down to Lang Lang via Heads Road and
then along McDonalds Track (with its lovely views) through Poowong,
on to Ranceby and into Korumburra where we stopped for morning

coffee.

Korumburra was very busy with lots of other bike groups also stopping there
for a refreshment break. The little Honda had some fuel issues and the
group got spread out a bit and Brian Lacey stayed back to make sure the
rider was OK. They persisted and made it into Korumburra just as the group

was ready to leave.

We headed back along the highway to Bena and then headed south into
those lovely hills of South Gippsland where we took in some great views
along some tight and challenging roads over the rolling hills towards
Kongwak and then headed back through Glen Alvie, past Candowie
Reservoir, through Almerta and Glen Forbes and took in more views over the
plains near Westernport before joining the Bass Highway south of Grantville
and then rolled into San Remo for lunch by the sea under blue skies. Put
simply, it was a great day for winter riding and the South Gippsland hills

provide a fantastic array of choices and great roads.

Many of us lunched outside the bakery, enjoyed the
camaraderie and exchanged some disgraceful lies and banter.
The ride home was quite casual with groups breaking off to

various destinations along the way.

Greg –Many thanks for putting together another great ride. It
truly was one of those “classic rides”through Gippsland and
thanks to all who came along to make it such a great day out.
Brian Lacey – Thanks for hanging back to ensure a fellow
member was OK. To those who came along –my apologies for
failing to take notes and then taking too long to actually write

the report.

John Cook

R I D E R E P O R T : D A N D E N O N G T O S A N R E M O
R I D E L E A D E R : G R E G R E E S ( P R E S I D E N T )
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : B I L L D U S T I N G
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Ride to Rosedale Man Cave Event 6 September 2015

After receiving an invitation from “Sando”of Sale Branch we
publicised the Rosedale Man Cave Event on Father’s Day. Brian
Lacey kindly volunteered to lead the branch ride there, researched

the route thoroughly and chose Lilydale as the start point.

Eleven people on 10 bikes assembled for the Father’s Day escape.
Newer member Geoff volunteered to do TEC duties on his immaculate
Triumph Trophy. Other participants were Colin (Aprilia), Gavin (BMW),
Jack (BMW), Suzanne (BMW), Tim and Mai on his immaculate

VFR1200 plus Andrew, Steve and me on Hondas.

Brian led us out of Lilydale on his BMW east along the Warburton
Highway in pleasant riding conditions and then through Powelltown
to Noojee. The road surface beyond Powelltown has deteriorated
somewhat and kept us alert. After turning off the Mt Baw Baw
Road, we were also challenged by quite a bit of loose stuff on the
road through to Hill End. We stopped in Willow Grove for a rest and
refreshment break after Brian had first ensured that the store would
be open for coffee and snacks. Tim and Mai generously handed out

some cake and that gesture was appreciated by all.

We then continued past Blue Rock Dam, through Yallourn North and
Glengarry at a good clip with the smallish group keeping relatively

close together before coming into Rosedale from the North.

Put simply, Rosedale was jumping with thousands of people visiting
for the event and we took in a very interesting display of “boy’s toys”.
We found the Ulysses tent with many bikes parked out the front, met
people from Bairnsdale, Central Gippsland and Sale branches and
“Sando”made us welcome. After a leisurely stroll and the exchange

some disgraceful lies it was time to think about the trip home.

Brian came to the fore with another great route for the ride back to
Melbourne and most of us joined him. Considering that I regularly
visit Sale and also love riding the roads of South Gippsland, Brian did
a great job of introducing us to some more great roads including
some I had never previously ridden which was a very pleasant
surprise. We headed south west out of Rosedale, skirted
Gormandale, went through Flynns Creek, Loy Yang and Churchill
(where many - including Brian - had an emergency fuel stop after
being too busy in Rosedale to top up) and followed some lovely little
roads over rolling hills into Thorpdale before taking in some great
views and descending down to the Highway at Trafalgar. We
basically split up there and Gavin and I turned off at Nilma and
headed back to the eastern suburbs via Neerim, Nayook and Gladysdale before rejoining the Warburton Highway just east of Seville. We

then bid our final farewell at Montrose.

To John Sanderson –many thanks for the invitation to the event. It was well worth the visit.

R I D E R E P O R T : L I L Y D A L E T O R O S E D A L E
R I D E L E A D E R : B R I A N L A C E Y
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : G E O F F



6

Victory Motorcycles

Victory Motorcycles are American high performance V-twin factory custom cruisers, bold baggers and fully-loaded tourers. Victory is the

ultimate combination of American value and muscle.

Indian Motorcycle

After a 70 year hiatus the iconic Indian Motorcycle brand was brought back to life in 2013. The new range consisting of the Chief range,

Roadmaster and new Scout has been designed to honour the past and power the future of motorcycling throughout the world! Featuring

engineering prowess, high performance and iconic styling, Indian Motorcycle has returned stronger than ever.

Ride Today

Imagine yourself touring this great continent of ours on one of these machines

or just cruising round the Bay on a warm lazy Sunday?

Booking a test ride is the beginning.

So! What are you waiting for? Hit the phone and make the dream a reality.
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R I D E R E P O R T : K A L K A L L O T O Y E A V I A L A N C E F I E L D
R I D E L E A D E R S : B R I A N Q U I N T A L & " G E N T L E "
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : P A T R Y A N & G E E L O N G

Victorian Branches at Play 20 September 2015

Following discussions between “Gentle”of Geelong and Pat Ryan of
Melbourne, it was agreed that we would have a joint branch ride to Yea

after meeting at Lancefield for morning tea. And then the word spread……

About 20 of us met at Kalkallo for the Melbourne branch leg led by Brian
Quintal including some members from Whittlesea. Pat volunteered to do
Tail End Charlie Duties. After a chat with both familiar and new faces we
got under way very shortly after 10 in perfect riding conditions. We rode
South briefly and then turned west along Donnybrook Road where one
member, who had inadvertently gone to Bunker Hill, spotted us going over
the overpass and managed to join us. We continued West until the end of
the road and then South before turning west again along Bardwell Drive
and went through some lovely gorge country before crossing Deep Creek
and continued along some very tight and technical sections along
Konagaderra Road before turning North and following the Melbourne
Lancefield Road up to Lancefield. We were then greeted by a large
number of members on about 40 bikes including members from Geelong,
Echuca, Macedon Ranges and Whittlesea branches. It was impossible to
talk to everyone but the camaraderie was great. After a leisurely break
“Gentle”got the group together and briefed us on the second leg of the

ride and a Geelong member also took over TEC duties.

He led the group (now about 60 bikes) North for a short distance and then
turned N.E. towards Pyalong and we rode through a great variety of some
narrow back roads with some quite interesting scenery including many
large boulders strewn about the countryside and farmlands. We turned
south onto the Northern Highway and then immediately East again
towards Seymour and continued enjoying the back roads before turning off
towards Tallarook where a couple of people got a bit confused crossing
under the Hume Freeway. We then continued East along the lovely road
between Tallarook and Trawool to the Goulburn Valley Highway and then
followed its gentle curves along the valley and into Yea where we all

stopped for lunch.

We had a leisurely break there and got to examine a great variety of bikes
including those ridden by other groups. There were lots of bikes stopped
at Yea for lunch as it was one of those perfect spring days. I got to chat to
lots of different members including many I had never previously met and
enjoyed a hamburger at one of the picnic tables in the large median strip

garden area. All in all it was a very pleasant experience and ride.

It was great to get such a variety of members and branches together at
such a relatively informal event. Sadly, it was over all too soon and by 1.30
Gentle assembled the Geelong crew and they then took off for their
longish return ride via Kinglake West and Whittlesea. After loitering and
chatting a bit longer, Gavin and I followed their route until we waved
goodbye to each other when I turned off at the Break O Day Road for my

return home to the Dandenongs.

I had a great day in perfect riding weather. Many thanks to Gentle and Pat
for organising and to Brian for volunteering to lead the first part of the ride
and taking us through those lovely little back roads on the way to

Clarkefield before heading on to Lancefield.

John Cook
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RIDE TO SURPRISE 25 OCTOBER 2015

It was a sunny morning with the promise of warm temperatures to come later in the day. There were a

good number of bikes (I wasn’t counting since I wasn’t thinking about writing a ride report so early in the morning).

John had kept the actual destination to himself, indicating we might like to ride all the way there to actually see where the final stop was.
That kept us guessing along the way and we enjoyed some great roads, leaving Lilydale and heading out towards Monbulk then through
Wandin where they are growing all those tasty berries at this time of the year. I like the look of the rich, red soil that you see in this area.
We continued on, riding along the Koo Wee Rup Road heading towards Pakenham, before turning off onto Army Road. John took a nifty
left turn onto Windermere Blvd which is a local street with relatively new homes overlooking a lake. Shortly after, we joined the Princes
Highway, travelling along for a while before going up over the freeway and from there taking some good roads, ending up at Lang Lang
for morning tea. It was here John had a phone call from Dave who had somehow become separated from the group but he caught us up

quickly without any problem.

We turned left out of Lang Lang and from there I have no idea on what roads we travelled –I was just following the leader and
thoroughly enjoying the run. Any roads through Gippsland are usually always good and today’s ride was no exception. I remember going
through Kongwak and then onto the Glen Alvie/Grantville Road. Our destination was Grantville where we stopped at the bakery/café for
a spot of lunch and well-earned cool drink, since it was quite warm by this stage. John mentioned that from our stopping point, you
could ride straight over the Bass Highway and look out over the water to see French Island. I somehow got side-tracked and forgot to do

that before I set off for home ……next time.

It was good to see our fellow riders out enjoying themselves, including a few newer members, and most of all enjoying the chit-chat at

the end of the ride. Thanks, John, for another great ride and thanks also to Bill for making sure we all ended up in the right place.

Suzanne Clarke

R I D E R E P O R T : L I L Y D A L E T O S U R P R I S E ! !
R I D E L E A D E R S : J O H N C O O K
R E P O R T E R : S U Z A N N E C L A R K E
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : B I L L D U S T I N G
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R I D E R E P O R T : A R D E E R T O E Y N S B U R Y
R I D E L E A D E R : R O G E R F O O T
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : L E S

Ride Report - Eynesbury 1 November 2015

A dozen of us assembled at Ardeer for Roger Foot’s ride to Eynesbury despite
a questionable weather forecast and the fact that many were making it a
long weekend. Les volunteered to perform Tail End Charlie Duties and after
a relaxed exchange of greetings and a short briefing we got under way shortly
after 10.00 am just as new participant Pat arrived on his orange V Strom.
He simply joined in and further greetings were subsequently exchanged at
our morning tea stop. During his briefing Roger did mention that the road
after the morning tea break would be rather bumpy and advised caution. His

description later proved to be accurate.

We headed out onto the freeway and then almost immediately turned south
down Robinsons Road and Roger led us over a variety of roads which were
totally unfamiliar to me. I do know that we headed west through some new
development areas near Truganina, skirted around the north of Werribee (I
think) and later continued west through some very dry and yellow looking
grasslands before heading north and then turning west again through
Glenmore and we climbed the spectacular (but narrowly paved) gorge and
then on to Mount

Wallace. From there the group went on to Anakie and then up through historic
Steiglitz to the morning tea stop at Meredith. I took a short cut (OK, I lost the
group briefly) to Meredith and managed to get a photo of the group arriving for

morning tea.

After a leisurely break and chat we headed north again towards Ballan (again on
a road unfamiliar to me) and there were certainly some bumpy sections as Roger
had warned. There was another spectacular gorge and some interesting creek
crossings along here (I’m not sure of the exact location names) which certainly
made the road worth the effort and we eventually found our way through Ballan
and crossed straight over the Western Highway. We continued through to
Greendale where I saw some people enjoying lunch outside the old pub before
meandering back to Myrniong. We then followed the Pentland Hills Road, which
also supplied some fantastic views of Werribee Gorge State Park back down to
and through Bacchus Marsh before continuing south to Eynesbury where we
entered the new estate, trickled through the Grey Box Forest preservation area
and stopped for lunch at the golf clubhouse / restaurant which was originally built way back in 1870. We had a relaxed snack and chat
at picnic tables outside the restaurant before members headed off in various directions. I chatted with newer member Pat and after
lunch he and I headed home together. We dropped down through the lovely dips south of Melton Reservoir before re-joining the Western

Highway at Rockbank and continued via the Ring Road to Sydney Road where we bid our farewells.

Roger; thanks for organising a very interesting ride, showing us some places I had
never been and revisiting some roads I hadn’t been on for years. You had clearly
put some considerable effort into planning and it showed. Well done. Thanks also

to all who came along and made it another great day out with fellow members.

John Cook

As a footnote, despite the forecast, the worst we felt during the ride was a very odd
drop of water or two and the bike made it home clean (except for dead bugs) and
dry and the rain started immediately after I got home and watered the garden

overnight. Does that make Melbourne Camelot?
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Ride Report Sunday 22nd November 2015

As two previous tries at leading this scenic ride had resulted in rain and wind in the first instance and total pestilence the second time, I

was very pleased to awake on the Sunday morning to sunshine and no forecast of rain.

So it was off to Ardeer to meet the group and enjoy the day. When I arrived at 9.10am expecting to be the first there I was pleasantly

surprised to see Ron and Vince there already. Both of these guys had been on the ill-fated ride last time when we gave up at Meredith

mainly because we could not see through the pelting rain. Like me they were happy with a good day with no rain. Anita and Gary were

also there so all looked good for the ride.

In all some twenty riders turned up and Sam volunteered to do the tail-end duties as far as Meredith as he had to go home from there

and do some work.

We got underway soon after 10am and took the usual route out of Ardeer up Ballarat Road then left into Troups Road and right to Griegs

Road and up to the Geelong- Bacchus Marsh Road where we went left then right at Granite Road. Through Mt Anakie, past the Fairy

Park, and on to Anakie where we turned right towards Stieglitz and to Meredith for morning tea. This section is a mixture of relatively

straight roads and some which wind through the Brisbane Ranges.

John ? from Geelong Ulysses joined us there on his own as most of his branch had gone to Avoca for the weekend and he rode with us to

Lorne.

From Meredith to Shelford then Winchelsea and to Deans Marsh down some very scenic roads in an area where we do not travel very

often, so it was new to many riders. From Deans Marsh the road twists and turns quite sharply as it traverses the Otway Ranges and

takes you into Lorne. In winter this road can be quite difficult as there is lots of slippery moss on the middle where the car tyres do not

go but on this occasion it was dry and offered lots of grip for our bike tyres. I think all riders enjoyed this section.

Lunch for most was in Lorne at “Andrews Café”which seemed a misnomer as the staff were obviously sourced from the sub-continent

but in any event the food was very good. Andrew Kennedy denied all knowledge of the place and did not offer us a discount.

Around 2pm we refuelled and headed off up the Great Ocean Road for the ride home. It did not start too well as the road was being

resurfaced and we had to ride on packed dirt for a couple of kilometres however there was no damage done. This is truly a spectacular

ride as the road snakes along the coast providing fabulous views of the sea and beaches and in places rocky foreshore. Some tight

corners keep the concentration levels up but the road is wide enough to really enjoy.

When the Great Ocean Road finished around Torquay we headed to the freeway to bypass Geelong and up the Geelong Road where

riders peeled off as we reached their neighbourhoods.

Wikipedia describes the Great Ocean Road as follows:

The Great Ocean Road is an Australian National Heritage listed 243 kilometres (151 mi) stretch of road along the south-eastern coast
of Australia between the Victorian cities of Torquay and Allansford. Built by returned soldiers between 1919 and 1932 and dedicated to

soldiers killed during World War I, the road is the world's largest war memorial. Winding through

R I D E R E P O R T : A R D E E R T O L O R N E
R I D E L E A D E R : P A T R Y A N
R E P O R T E R : P A T R Y A N
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : S A M U E L S U N - B R I A N L A C E Y
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R I D E R E P O R T : V S K D A Y
R I D E L E A D E R : L I B B Y B A K E W E L L
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E :

VSK Day 15 November 2015

I will start at the finish by saying that we had great weather and a large number of
Very Special Kids and their families enjoyed a lovely day at Crystal Brook Park

beside Cardinia Reservoir thanks to the efforts of a large number of people.

Very Special Kids is an organisation which supports families throughout their
experience of caring for children with life-threatening conditions, from diagnosis
through to recovery or bereavement. Many years ago the Melbourne branch of
the Ulysses Club decided to do something to give these kids ands their families
some enjoyment in their lives. This evolved into giving the kids and their families
rides on motorbikes, putting on a BBQ lunch in a park, hiring a clown for
entertainment, face painting and culminating with the kids getting a visit from
Santa. Due to the physical limitations of many of the kids a need for sidecars
and 3 wheelers was quickly identified. The National 3 Wheelers Association and
the ADV sidecar group have now been actively involved for many years and
significantly help in making the annual VSK Day the success it is. As a member
put it to me some years ago; “We are doing something to give enjoyment to those
who have been nowhere near as lucky as we have been and unfortunately many

of them will never grow old enough to become Ulysses members”

Libby Bakewell again volunteered to do the organising and this is quite a task as it
involves liaising with Parks Victoria, VSK, various riding groups, the entertainer
and getting that jolly fellow from the North Pole to take a break from his toy

making duties plus getting all us volunteers organised to attend to various tasks.

I arrived before 9.00 AM and found all the VSK direction signs had already been
put out so that people could easily find us. People hopped in and arranged the
rotunda (complete with a music system) and BBQ facilities, erected the gazebo for
face painting and a marshalling point was set up so that kids could easily access

the 3 wheelers.

The Very Special Kids and their families started arriving and it took little to
encourage them down to the marshalling point and they started enjoying their
rides in an assortment of three wheelers and sidecars and those that were able
enjoyed rides on the back of some two wheelers. The rides consisted of a run
down the through the parks,

some forest areas and then a view of Cardinia Reservoir before looping back to the

start point. They hated it so much many were seen queuing up again and again.

Anita was busy again doing a great job painting kid’s faces with assistance from
Suzanne and temporary tattoos were applied to willing recipients with David’s help.
Red the Clown arrived and spent some time visiting kids individually and interacting
with them before putting on an entertaining show for the group. Whilst that was
happening, the usual group of suspects was busy setting out salads and cooking
snags and hamburgers plus some required specialties. Children, families and
volunteers were fed (and I heard some very favourable comments on the salads
prepared by Julie Rock) and that jolly fellow in red from the North Pole arrived on a

trike and added another dimension to the kids’enjoyment.

The day rounded off with quite a number of prizes being handed out to the kids
including a couple of large outdoor toy sets which had been donated. It was great

to see the happy faces of the kids and their families.

I would like to thank everyone who helped and or donated goods so that the kids could have such a good day out and despite the risk of

omitting some very worthy people or organisations I will acknowledge the following;

Libby Bakewell (organiser) , Maria Bradford (VSK), Peter and Marilyn Siegman (National 3 Wheelers Group)

Phil Duffy & Derek Smyth (ADV Riders), John Doward (Vintage Japanese Motorcycle Club)

Julie Rock, Maryanne and Hank Tigges, Ron Blomley and others (food and barbecue)

John Taylor (Set Up), Greg Rees (Signs), Josette & Rodney Keating (Prizes), Bunnings Coburg (Prizes)

Sherbrooke Hire –BBQ, Anita Wallace (Face painting), Suzanne and David Clarke (Face painting and tattoos)

And there were 25 names on the list of riders who took the kids for rides. An all round great effort.
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Lilydale to Flinders Ride 13 December 2015

After a busy night (including a lot of organisation) at the Christmas function Suzanne rose bright and early to lead her ride from Lilydale
on Sunday morning. A good number of people turned out to join her on a perfect day for riding including some relative newcomers.
After a short briefing we got away on time (with Bill again doing TEC duties) and immediately left the highway and went up Queens Road

where I managed to get some photos and we took in some nice views away from the traffic.

We took in some nice roads and views of the Yarra Valley and also the orchards and
passed a number of farmer’s stalls. After wending our way through Mt Evelyn and
Seville we headed back towards Silvan and then turned onto Monbulk Seville and got
slowed by some very erratic people blocking the road whilst trying to get into fruit
stalls. Patience prevailed and Suzanne safely led us onto Old Emerald Road and then
along some great roads (with views to match) via Avonsleigh and some roads I
experienced (and really enjoyed) for the first time to Cockatoo and then on to
Gembrook where we stopped for morning tea. I must say that Suzanne had done a
great job of selecting a lovely series of roads to take us around the beautiful country

to the east of the Dandenong Ranges.

Quite a lot of bikes were out enjoying the area and weather.

After a leisurely chat and break the group then continued south towards Pakenham
and I managed to get a few more photos before I bid farewell as I had committed to
attending a family lunch back in Lilydale while the rest of the group continued south to

the lunch stop by the water at Flinders where they had views across to Philip Island. I thoroughly enjoyed the part of the ride I could

manage to attend.

We also had a great mix of bikes and people on the day. BMW was represented
by Anita, Brian, Jack, Jeff, Ron, Samuel, Suzanne and possibly others. Harley
was represented by new member Nick, Pat and Peter on the V Rod he had
purchased to replace his previous mounts namely a VFR and a Ducati. Talk

about a change in style of bike!

Martin bought out his club plated 1983 VFR 750 plus Andrew and I also
represented Honda. Other brands included Aprilia, Suzuki and Yamaha and no

doubt I have missed some.

Suzanne –Thank you we had a great day.

John Cook

R I D E R E P O R T : L I L Y D A L E T O F L I N D E R S
R I D E L E A D E R : S U Z A N N E C L A R K E
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : B I L L D U S T I N G
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A DUSTY CHALLENGE - 29 NOV 2015

Rick’s Adventure ride was leaving from Lilydale, so that was convenient. I was there early, but not the first there. Soon there
was a small group comprised of:

Rick Rycken Triumph Tiger 800 xcx, Mick Hedger BMW R1200 GS, Christo BMW 1200 GS, Wes BMW 1200GS, Ken Peterson
Kawasaki KLR 650, Mick Kawasaki KLR 650, Brian Lacey BMW 1200 GS, Ian Taylor Suzuki DRZ 400E, Alf Dennemoser Kawasaki
Versys 1000.

We le just a er 9.30 for a leisurely ride up the Warby Hwy to Don Rd. It was nice and cool to start the day and excellent
riding weather. Past the bridge on Don Rd it turns to dirt and gets to be more fun. Turn right at the end of Don Rd and we were
going up the back way to Donna Buang. Li le bit of dust here and there, but lovely bit of road. Stopped at the hang gliding
jump off pint, but the fog made the view a bit fuzzy.

A er a short break we were off again and back down the mountain  ll the turn off to the Acheron Way. Some more dirt for a 
bit, then some lovely tar  ll Granton Rd. Rick found a nice li le track off Granton Rd called Ned’s Track which led us back to the
main Marysville Rd to Marysville for morning tea. A er a pleasant stop at the Bakery, we headed off towards Buxton, then 
turned right up Mt Margaret Rd. This is where it got really dusty and everyone spread out to help visibility. Rick missed the
turn off (I think) to Rubicon and we ended up on Keppels Hut track. It got a bit rougher along here and a couple of bikes had a
lie down. We got to Keppels Hut and had a look around for a bit, then a group discussion was held on the viability of
proceeding up a steep and rocky track.

It was decided to turn around and go back to Marysville for lunch via Lady Talbot Drive. The weather was quite warm by now,
or was it that we were working a lot harder! Probably both. Lady Talbot Drive had a few small trees over it which caused a
some moments of anxiety, but all was good. About 15 mins out of Marysville, Rick got caught in a rut, which ended up with
him and the bike having a lie down. Bike had smashed indicator and some plas c panel damage, Rick torn rotator cuff. A er 

dying everything up (Rick, Ian, Alf and Mick KLR) we proceeded slowly to Marysville to find the rest of the group had already
had lunch. The ride finished at this point with most going home via the tar. A er I had some lunch I led the 2 Micks and Ken
home via the State Forest to Toolangi where we went our separate ways. Thanks to Rick for pu ng on the ride and the others
for making it an enjoyable day.

R I D E R E P O R T : L I L Y D A L E T O R U B I C O N
R I D E L E A D E R : R I C K R Y C K E N
R E P O R T E R : I A N T A Y L O R
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E :
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Social Events

The Melbourne Branch hosts one informal Social Nights during the course of each month.

The social night is held on the 3rd Friday of the month at the Tower Hotel at 686 Burwood Road (Cnr

Camberwell Rd) Hawthorn East. from around 7pm.

The Tower Hotel provides a bistro style meal of more than adequate proportions including seafood that is

not expensive. The wine list is fairly comprehensive and the normal range of beer, soft drinks and spirits

is available at reasonable prices.

What makes these nights special is the camaraderie and friendship enjoyed by all who attend with much

laughter and frivolity emanating from the various groups and tables. For new chums and first timers,

introductions are made in the normal Ulyssian manner which ensures that nobody is left standing on the

outer and everyone is made to feel welcome.

These nights are often filled with the usual mirth-filled talk about motorbikes and bike trips, travel in

general, philosophy, geography and the usual odd joke etc. Someone always seems to have an

Australian Road Atlas which is oft referred to and it is heartening to note that some members don't mind

a little embellishment to make their story more interesting. One should never let the facts stand in the

way of delivering a good punch line or yarn!

These nights are not to be missed so pencil them into your social calendar and come along and enjoy

Meet for a Saturday Morning Coffee at

Melbourne Bake House

210 Bay Street Port Melbourne,

Drop in for breakfast or just a coffee and a chat!

** Plenty of bike parking available **
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Q U A R T E R M A S T E R ’S S T O R E

Melbourne Branch T-Shirt - in our own distinctive orange & black!

Size 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26

Chest cm 75 80 85 90 95 100 105 110 115 120

Garment 105 110 115 120 125 135 140 145 150 155

There may be a delay in receiving your order as we must purchase a minimum quantity of 20 from the

manufacturers. You will be notified when your order is ready. All orders must be accompanied by payment in full.

MELBOURNE BRANCH LOGO MERCHANDISE: Size Quantity Unit Price Total $

Name Badge $10.00

Shirt - No Pocket Size: $35.00

Shirt - With Pocket Size: $38.00

Melbourne Branch embroidered patch 70mm $7.50

ULYSSES LOGO MERCHANDISE:

Denim patch - 300mm x 300mm - Blue $4.50

Embroidered patch 70mm $4.00

Badges - Senior (50+) Gold $5.00

- Junior (40+) Silver $5.00

Bike Badge—Gold $13.50

T-shirt long sleeve Black with large/small logo Size: $18.00

T-shirt short sleeve Black with large/small logo Size: $16.00

Leather Belt - Black / Brown Size: $25.00

Pewter Belt Buckle - Small $17.00

Pewter Belt Buckle - Large $18.50

Chrome Motorcycle Number Plate Frame $9.00

Windscreen sticker (inside) $4.00

Windscreen sticker (outside) $4.00

Reflective sticker $1.50

TOTAL ORDER

Contact Norm Scholz on 0400 840-374 to place an order

PLEASE NOTE : $10.00 postage for orders up to the value of $100.00



16

T H E C O M M I T T E E

P R E S I D E N T : G R E G R E E S
Phone: 0416 109 933

S E C R E T A R Y : S U Z A N N E C L A R K E
Phone: 0418 581 800

T R E A S U R E R : M A R Y A N N E T R I G G S

Q U A R T E R M A S T E R : D A V I D C L A R K E
Phone: 0408 325 322 or 9762 6496

R I D E C O - O R D I N A T O R : P A T R Y A N
Phone: 0412 223 146

C O M M I T T E E M E M B E R : J O H N C O O K
( W E B S I T E E D I T O R )
Phone: 9728 5769 or 0419 599 530

C O M M I T T E E M E M B E R : P A T R Y A N
Phone: 0412 223 146

For contributions to the Spare Tyre, please contact the spare tyre editor

Got a funny story?? Something interesting you would like to share??

Something you want to advertise?? Please send it in.

Brian Quintal 0411 273 235 or 9555 8994

Note : Committee members and Spare Tyre editor can be contacted by the “Contact Us”link on the web page
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R I D E C A L E N D A R : J A N - M A R 2 0 1 6

P l e a s e r e f e r t o t h e w e b s i t e f o r a n y l a s t m i n u t e c h a n g e s …… w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m

EVERYONE WELCOME; Friends and family are most welcome to any ride or social event. All rides start at 10am sharp unless otherwise
stated - Don’t be late! For more information call the Ride Leader or our Ride Co-Ordinator—Pat Ryan 0412 223 146

DATE RIDE DESCRIPTION CONTACTS

Sunday,

Jan 3, 2016 -

Opening Ride for 2016 from Dandenong

Ron, has agreed to lead the first ride of the year now that

Bob Tate has retired from riding.

Ride Leader: Ron Bromley

0429 440 569

Sunday,

Jan 10, 2016

Dandenong to South Gippsland

Alf will take us on a run from Dandenong through scenic
South Gippsland to Caldermeade for morning tea and

Wonthaggi for lunch.

Ride Leader: Alf Dennemoser

0409 205 396

Sunday,

Jan 17, 2016

Lilydale to Alexandra / Yea (Destination not fixed)

A trip through the Yarra Valley and over the Spur to
Marysville for morning tea. Then on to Eildon with a photo
stop atop the weir wall. Then over the Skyline Road to
Alexandra. Lunch stop will be at either Alexandra or Yea

once some more details are sorted

Ride Leader: John Cook

0419 599 530 or 97285769.

Sunday,

Jan 24, 2016

Lilydale to Mirboo North

Departing Lilydale and heading to Mirboo North via the
Grand Ridge Road with morning tea at Neerim South, this
should be a wonderful swing through the winding roads in

the hills east of the city.

Mirboo North, Visit the Grand Ridge Brewery, sample some
locally produced beer and have a hot meal or try a pie
at one of the local bakeries. The Dalliance Chocolaterie &

Providore is a must for chocolate lovers!

Ride Leader: Andrew Kennedy

0481 330 107

Sunday,

Feb 7, 2016

Dandenong to Dromana

Brian will take us an another interesting ride down to the

Mornington Peninsular

Ride Leader: Brian Lacey

Contact Pat Ryan:

0412 223 146

D E P A R T U R E P O I N T S

LILYDALE:

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah

Highway. Left hand side out-

bound from Melbourne—100

metres from rail crossing.

Melway 38 E4

DANDENONG:

United Service Station on

Princes Highway (next door to

the old Safeway/Maccas

Location, near the corner of

Doveton Avenue Melway 91

ARDEER:

Seven 11 with a McDonalds,

Western Ring Road. Left hand

side out-bound from

Melbourne. Melway 40 B5

KALKALLO:

Caltex Service Station, Hume

Freeway. Approx 1 km north of

Donnybrook Road intersection.

Melway Page 8
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R I D E C A L E N D A R C O N T I N U E D : J A N - M A R 2 0 1 6

P l e a s e r e f e r t o t h e w e b s i t e f o r a n y l a s t m i n u t e c h a n g e s …… w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m

DATE RIDE DESCRIPTION CONTACTS

Sunday,

Feb 14, 2016

10:00am -

2:00pm

2016 Melbourne Branch AGM at Tower Hotel

After many years at Donvale we have had to change the venue to our

social meeting place - The Tower Hotel in Hawthorn

Make sure you come along and participate in deciding on the future of

your branch and it's activities.

A light meal will be provided after the meeting.

It really would be appreciated if you let us know of you intention to
attend by 5 February to assist with catering arrangements and the

sooner the better.

It is always good to get some fresh committee members every year, so
please discuss it with committee members or fellow members if you

think you can contribute to the continued health of your branch.

Saturday

Mar 12, 2016 -

8:00am To

Mon, Mar 14,

2016 - 4:30pm

This is the Labour Day long weekend so Andrew has devised a great
ride for these who would like a few days away in good company on a
nice ride through some really interesting country. Note the early start
on the Saturday at 8.00am. Heading off to Bombala in NSW where we
stay at the Globe Hotel for the first night, then to Tallangatta via Tumut

and Jindabyne, and home on the Monday.

Recommend you call Andrew to let him know if you are coming and to

get details of accommodation etc.

Ride Leader : Andrew Kennedy

0481 330 107

Sunday,

Mar 20, 2016

Meet & Greet at Mt Franklin

Annual Meet and Greet for Victorian Branches at Mt Franklin

organised by Yarra Ranges Branch

Contact Pat Ryan:

0412 223 146

D E P A R T U R E P O I N T S

LILYDALE:

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah

Highway. Left hand side out-

bound from Melbourne—100

metres from rail crossing.

Melway 38 E4

DANDENONG:

United Service Station on

Princes Highway (next door to

the old Safeway/Maccas

Location, near the corner of

Doveton Avenue Melway 91

B12

ARDEER:

Seven 11 with a McDonalds,

Western Ring Road. Left hand

side out-bound from

Melbourne. Melway 40 B5

KALKALLO:

Caltex Service Station, Hume

Freeway. Approx 1 km north of

Donnybrook Road intersection.

Melway Page 8


